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Import matrices represent an essential tool for input-output analysis in order to distinguish between domestically and imported produced goods and services. The relevance of import matrices, however, is not limited to the possibile analytical applications. In Italy, in particular, the distinction between imported and domestically produced input is essential for the procedure of double deflation of value added. Furthermore, since internal uses are partially evaluated using a commodity-flow approach, the distinction between intermediate and final imports affects not only the import contents of the different uses but also their estimates. 
Despite their importance, use tables of imports are generally compiled using the import proportionality assumption, that is assuming that the import shares of a product are the same for all (intermediate and final) users. The use of an indirect estimation method is justified on the ground that direct information on the use of imports is hardly available. 
One of the main limits of the import proportionality assumption is the potential underestimation of the imports classified as intermediate inputs. This effect can  be extremely negative for a correct description of the real magnitude of the internationalization of the production processes. 
The paper describes the methodology used in Italy for estimating the use table of imports. The main characteristic is the use of a direct approach based on foreign trade statitics data on imports by product and by importer. Even if some assumptions are necessary to deal with the problems of this type of information (imports by trading sector, imports by non-trade enterprises for a secondary trading activity, distinction between intermediate consumption and capital formation), the use of this data source in conjunction with other statistical surveys on enterprises seems to give a more correct view of the imported flows into the economic system and to guarantee a greater consistency with the other aggregates of National Accounts.
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